
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                              

 
 

 

 

 
       
 

the   distributor December 2024                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      



Director:                           Melinda Pritchett    (630) 842-7065 
                                       illinoisregionmodela@gmail.com 
Assistant Director:           Steve Sarasin           (847) 826-0992 
Treasurer:                           Jerry Tiesch            (773) 405-5613 
Secretary:                            Barb Smith            (773) 750-0000 
                                              aredarbar@att.net  

 Regional Correspondent:     Nick Clancy         (224) 500-1720 
                                                      Nick.Clancy@yahoo.com 
Activities Chairmen:          Dan Pritchett         (847) 980-5076 
                                             Roger Halvorsen   (847) 707-0106 
Club Sales:                          Vince Scalabrino   (847) 934-8167 
                                                Joe  Romando     (773) 965-5483 
Distributor Staff:                  Jim Dodaro           (847) 398-1957 
Membership Chairman:    Larry Brandel        (847) 934-3149 
Announcements:            Melinda Pritchett    (630) 842-7065 
Pay Car Show Chairperson: John Drengenberg  (847) 226-0279 
Official Greeter:               Mike Champion        (847)917-8890 
MAFFI Liaison:                     Mark Maron        (847) 302-7900 
Web Master:                     Owen Bassett          (773) 218-9575 
                                                     futura65@comcast.net 
Official Photographer:         Mike Gaimari      (773) 631-3902 
Property Chairman:           Ken Ehrenhofer    (815) 337-4656 
Raffle Coorinator:                Joe Romando       (773) 965-5483 
Technical Coordinator:     Ron Ehrenhofer     (847) 255-6758 
Roster Coordinator:           John Silvestri         (630) 935-2320 
Refreshments:                    Matt Kusar            (815) 666-6026  
                                               Jim Dooly 
                                 
Youth Coordinator:               Amy Rozny           (847) 823-7919 
 

   Restoration Technical Advisors 
Judging Standards:         Ron Ehrenhofer         (847) 255-6758 
                                          Ken Ehrenhofer          (815) 337-4656 
                                           Mark Maron              (847) 302-7900        
License Plates/Tags:         Frank Smith              (847) 942-0905 
Electric:                            Marty Brown              (847) 673-1157 
Distributor Newsletter 
 Editor:                                  Matt Kusar            (815) 666-6026 
                                               thedistributoreditor@gmail.com 
Assistant Editor:                 Jen Kusar                (773) 507-9635 
Humor  Editor:                    Kyle Kusar 
Technical Advisor:              Ben Kusar 

 

The Illinois Region bylaws require that Illinois 
region members also have membership in one of 
the national clubs, MARC or MAFCA. 
Model A Restorers Club Membership:   
https://model-a-ford.org/ 
  Model A Ford Club of America: 
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_new_mem       
ber=yes 

Visit our website:        
555illinoisregionmarc.com/ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Notes- 
Business card ads continue to be available for 
$25.00 per year. Your comments and suggestions 
for anything pertaining to The Distributor are 
always welcome. If you have sold an item, or no 
longer need your ad to appear, please let me know. 
Otherwise, classified ads will run for 3 issues.  I can 
be reached by email at 
thedistributoreditor@gmail.com or by phone or 
text at (815) 666-6026. 

Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter! 
SUBMISSONS ARE WELCOME and ENCOURAGED – 
We are always looking for cover features, photos, 
tech talks, jokes, humorous memes, seasonal 
recipes etc. Working on a project in your garage? 
Take some pictures and let us know about it.  
On the Cover:  Getting ready for the holidays at the 
Museum in Gilmore. See more pictures and read 
Cindy Ellenbeckers article on page  9.
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                                                               MARC   Illinoi$ Region Financials 
 
                                                      October 21, 2024 thru November 20, 2024  
 
Intake                                                $5,495.00                        Exhaust                                                   $587.52 
 
Membership Dues                              $840.00                          Elks Club Meeting Rental                      $100.00 
5050 Raffle                                        $ 65.00                        Picnic Deposit                                      $140.00 
Turkey Dinner Attendence            $4,240.00                           Distributor Postage                                 $60.60 
December Ladies Event                    $350.00                           Turkey Dinner Expenses                         $63.22 
                                                                                                    APR Graphics (2 invoices)                     $224.00 
Total in account  10/21/2024:  $9,981.33 
Total in account 11/20/2024: $14,738.51 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     
                                                                                                      

December 17th is the 121st anniversary of the  
Wright Brothers flight at Kitty Hawk NC.  
Click on the illustration above to see some 
great old film of the early days of aviation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2024/25 Official Illinois Region Events Calendar 

 

 
September 

 
Lakemoor Charity                     8 
Car Show (Sarasin) 

 
General Meeting/BOD           10 
 
 

 
October  

 
Newport Hill Climb               4-6 
 
Hershey                                 7-11 
 
General Meeting                     8   

 
November 

 
Turkey Dinner                         3 
Pritchett 

 
General Meeting/BOD          12 

 
December 

 
General Meeting                    10 
Cookie Exchange/ 
Ladies Event 

 
January 

 
  General meeting/BOD         14   

 
February 

 
  General Meeting                     11 

 
March 

 
General Meeting/BOD          11 

 
April 

 
General Meeting                           9 
 
MARC Membership                11-13 
Meet-Nashville IN 

 
May 

 
General Meeting/BOD            13 

 
June 

 
General Meeting                         10 
 
MARC National Meet           16-20 
Gettysburg PA 

 
July 

 
Parades                                      4 

 
General Meeting                       8 

 
August 

 
General Meering                          12 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3beVhDiyio


December Directors Corner                                               
 Greetings! 
We had a lot of great activities last month. On November 3 the Illinois 
Region hosted our 10th annual Turkey Dinner. We had a great afternoon with 
members of other local clubs. Hopefully we can do this again next year. 
The Naper As planned a tour to PowerMaster in mid-November and several 
of our members joined in. Prior to the regular Business meeting we had a 
Directors Mtg where we set a budget for the upcoming year and started 
planning upcoming events. After the coffee hour Ken shared his slides from 
the recent AACA meet in Hershey, Pennsylvania. 
In January we will have a new set of officers. Dan brought it to my attention 
that we are in some respects turning over the reins from the “old guard” 
to a new group. Most of the recent Directors and Board have been 
members of the club for many years. It is so exciting that in the last few 
years our club membership has grown, and lots of new members have 
joined. What a great club that we have the expertise of “seasoned” 
members and the enthusiasm of new members!  
I hope everyone has a healthy and happy holiday season and a happy new 
year!  
 
Melinda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nov 12, 2024 
The meeting was called to order at 7:34 PM, by 
Director: Melinda Pritchett. 
The pledge was led by Joe Romando. 
Motion for approval of the October meeting minutes as 
per the distributor: 1). Frank Smith and 2). Tom Klise, 
all were in favor. 
Old Business: 
Turkey Dinner: 109 people attended. After all was said 
and done, the cost to the club was $15.00 for the event. 
December Meeting Refreshments: A sign-up sheet was 
being sent around for those wishing to bring 2 dozen 
Christmas cookies for everyone to enjoy as the 
December meeting refreshment.. 
New Business 
Directors Meeting was held prior to the membership 
meeting this evening. 
Ron Hall of Fame: Several members talked about Ron 
being inducted into the hall of fame at Gilmore. 
Budget for 2025: All areas of the Budget were 
discussed by the current board members and prior 
directors in attendance. 
Swap Meet: The annual club swap meet will be held at 
Randy Yockey’s on March 9, 2025. Nick Clancey will 
again be coordinating the event. It was determined that 
Vender spaces would be $10.00 each and admission 
would be $6.00 per person. The Rozny family has again 
agreed to run the food concessions for this event. 
Picnic Update: The date for the picnic will be July 
27,2025. It is still up in the air as to whether it will be at 
Krenger’s depending on their health or at the Fox River 
Marina area. But an alternate space has been reserved. 
 
Banquet Update: There were slips of paper passed 
around asking for input from the club members in 

attendance as to what type of event the club would like 
to see. A possible date of the 2nd or 3rd weekend in Jan 
2025 was discussed. More of a welcome to the new year 
dinner. Vince S. was going to inquire as to menus, dates, 
prices. 
Activities: Dan Pritchett spoke about the Powermaster 
tour that would be taking place on Weds 11/13/24 
Ladies Event: Melinda P. has arranged for us to make 
Christmas plant arrangements, for those who signed up 
and paid $35.00. 
Treasurer/Jerry-gave balances in the club’s accounts. 
See the Distributor for more details. 
Asst Director/Steve Sarasin: Reminded those in the 
running for the mileage award that he needs to have their 
final numbers as soon as possible. He also presented Dan 
and Melinda Pritchett a certificate of appreciation for the 
Turkey dinner. 
Membership-Larry stated we have 126 paid members. 
No visitors were in attendance. New membership forms 
are now available for 2025. March 1st is the due date for 
dues to be paid by. 
Webmaster/Owen: Nothing new. Please contact Owen 
if you have any questions. 
Club Apparel:. Check the newsletter for apparel and 
how to order. 
Editor: Matt Kusar asked for the membership to send 
articles, photos, jokes his way. 
50/50 raffle: Joe Romando: $65.00 was won by Jack 
Scrambler, with $65.00 going to the club as well. 
Mini Swap: A few things were on the table that were for 
sale. 
Announcements: A brick is to be purchased for Larry 
Sadoski who had recently passed. 
Motion for adjournment: 1st:Vince Scalabrino 2nd: 
Dan Pritchett 
Respectfully Submitted by: Barbara Smith 
This is my last submission. Tom Klise will be taking 
over.  
 

      Click on this image to buy Club Gear

Click on this image        to hear a Festivus Carol 

 

                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                      

https://www.erical.com/showrooms.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCNLAxb5Rg4


 
 
 
                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Coming Events 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



MAFFI Minute 
 
Model A Ford Enthusiasts: 
First, the Model A Ford Foundations Trustees and Advisors wish everyone a wonderful holiday season! 
It’s always a magical time of year, but especially this year with the museum expansion in progress! 
Executive Director of MAFFI, John Marshall and his team of elves have just finished decorating the 
museum for the holidays. The Parts Department in the museum is looking pretty festive. Meanwhile 
outdoors the trusses are up on the expansion. The walls for the expansion are expected to up the week 
of November 18 th --- so long as the weather cooperates. You can actually watch the construction if you 
go to maffi.org and click on the Camera icon, and then click on Expansion. 
And right around December 23, the back wall of the museum will need to be opened up to connect the 
existing building and the expansion. This means moving all the displays at the back of the museum and 
covering all the museum artifacts with plastic. During this phase of the construction, the museum will 
be closed for safety reasons. (The closure is just temporary, so call ahead if you plan to visit in December 
or January to be certain the museum is back open). 
Give yourself and your car a gift this holiday season: Have your car’s picture and your name engraved 
on a plaque that will be the archway from the existing museum to the expansion. Be a part of the 
history of the museum! Just contact Val Maron at 847-951-5858 or TheMyAProgram@gmail.com For 
$200, a donor will receive a plaque mounted on a museum wall segregated by year (1928, 1929, 1930, 
1931) showing their vehicle, name, home area and vehicle body style.  
 
Happy Holidays,Cindy Ellenbecker 
MAFFI Trustee, Secretary 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
December 21 has the shortest daylight this year 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On November 15 several Illinois Region members got together at Chris and John Rozny’s farm near 
Walworth, WI. Included were Ron and Ken Ehrenhofer, Roger 
Halvorsen, Don Morman, Mike Gaimari, Gene 
Levine, Bob Hanselman, Dan and Danny Pritchett. 
The Rozny’s have been moving numerous personal 
items, tools, and Model A related parts from their 
home and business in Park Ridge. 
The “gang” spent the day organizing, positioning, 
and relocating many items for John to be able to work 
and enjoy his lifelong hobby in his barn. Several 
shelves were built to store John’s vast Model A 
collection. A large array of sheet metal parts was 
hung from the rafters. 
Chris participated in the whole process and then put 
out a big lunch for all the work party. Amy Rozny 
stopped by with her new twins and all the “gang” 
stopped work and enjoyed viewing the boys. All felt the day was helpful and a springtime revisit might be 
possible, if needed by our friends, the Roznys.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classified Ads 
 
For Sale: 28/29 transmission $300, 28/29 grill shells $150 ea. Contact Owen (773) 218-9575. futura65@comcast.net 
 
 For Sale: used 21” Allstate Brand, fair $50 obo  (630) 212-8965 or kenlouderman@sbcglogal.net 
 
 For Sale: 1929 Model A Tudor, asking $9,000. New upholstery, powder coated wheels. Dawn M. (708) 
227-5214.  
 
For Sale: 1930 Model A Deluxe Roadster $26,500; V8 16” wheel with chrome ring, Wards Riverside Tire 
(6.00-16 4 ply) good condition $150. Call for details Byron Collis (312) 405-1845 
 
For Sale: 1929 Tudor. Good driver quality car, less than 500 miles on tires. $12,000 (954)857-3136 
alanputz@gmail.com 
 
Wanted: 1930 radiator shell in good condition, I have an incorrect 1931 shell on my car. Willing to work out 
a deal. Also, in need of a Sparton horn in good or repairable condition, this will replace an old Washakie horn 
that came with the car. George Holdcroft (847)217-2339 
 
 
AVAILABLE FOR CLUB USE: 
Cylinder head removal tool, steering wheel removal tool, rear spring spreader, distributor removal tool (to be 
used when distributor is rusted to the head). Please contact Ken at kehrenhofer@msn.com or (630) 697-3906 
mobile. 
 

 

Beware the Krampus 
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Turkey Dinner 
The Illinois Region hosted our 10 th annual 
Turkey Dinner the first Sunday of November. 
Over 100 guests attended from the Naper As, 
Studebaker Club, TBird Club, CAATS, 
Joliet Model A Club, Salt Creek Model A Club, 
and our region. As is always the case – 
the food was delicious, and the deserts were just 
as good. Illinois Region members 
received a $5 discount on their food. 
I won’t thank anyone individually in case I miss 
naming someone. I will say our club 
raffle masters, Jerry and Joe, exceeded all ticket 
sale expectations, and we able to 
defray any additional expenses, thanks to our portion of the 50/50. Congratulations to 
John Rozny who won over $400! 
Mark your calendar for November 2, 2025 so you can attend the 11 th Annual Turkey 
Dinner! 
 
Melinda Pritchett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



A Model T Chick Wagon  
 
In July 1934, Darlene Dorgan, (24 years 

old), and 4 friends (all younger) traveled from 
Bradford IL to Devil’s Lake WI in her 1926 Model 
T Touring car, a distance of about 200 miles.  
Emboldened by their uneventful drive up to the 
lake, Darlene on her way home diverted the girls 
to Madison, WI to tour the State Capital, and then 
right into Chicago to visit the “Century of 
Progress” World’s Fair.  

On subsequent vacations over the next 8 
years, Darlene would make evermore ambitous 
trips in the same Model T. Those trips  included 
to Dearborn MI in 1938 where they befriended 
Henry Ford, the New York World’s Fair in 1939 
and the Golden Gate World’s fair in San 
Francisco in 1940. That trip was over 6,000 
miles!                          

WWII brought an end to The Gypsy 
Coeds wanderings. The Silver Streak, as the 
Model T was named, eventually ended up in a 
field behind Darlenes parents barn. 
 The GC’s (19 in all) had reunions in  
1964, ’72 and ’82. ( see Below) 
 
 
 

At some point John Butte aquired the T. He is 
the son of Regina Fennell, a participant of the 
1939 trip to the NY Worlds Fair. He has 
restored it to it’s glory days appearance and 
shares it at shows in the Bradford area. 

 
William Clay Ford Jr. with 2 of the Gypsy                                          
Coeds around 2012. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
  Click on the link below to see John Butte tell 
the story of his mom and the Gypsy Coeds in 
his own words. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpUM5
aTvTyg 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpUM5aTvTyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpUM5aTvTyg


-Humour section by Kyle Kusar- 
 
What do you call a snapshot in the north pole? 
A polaroid 
 
What can you catch in the winter, even with your eyes closed? 
A cold 
 
Why is it that if you donate a kidney, people love you,  
but when you donate five, they call the police? 
 
Why do French people eat snails? 
They don’t like fast food. 
 
I childproofed my house. Somehow, they’re still getting in. 
 
Why couldn’t the leapord play hide and seek? 
Because he was always spotted. 
 
Why are the president and vice president so fit? 
Because they are running mates. 
 
Why shouldn’t you fundraise marathons? 
They just take the money and run. 
 
Justice is a dish best served cold. 
Otherwise, its just water. 
 
Am I the only one who realizes that blackboards are remarkable? 
 
Why couldn’t the lifeguard rescue the hippie? 
Because he was too far out man. 
 
Even people who are good for nothing have the  
capacity to bring a smile to your face. 
Like when you push them down the stairs. 
 
My dog used to chase people on bikes a lot.  
It got so bad I had to take his bike away. 
 
People are usually shocked when they find out I’m a bad electrician. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Matt & Jen Kusar                                                                                                                               Place                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

          4828 N. Natchez                                                                                                                              Stamp 

          Chicago IL, 60656                                                                                                                             Here 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
                                                 

 


