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Director:                           Melinda Pritchett    (630) 842-7065 
                                       illinoisregionmodela@gmail.com 
Assistant Director:           Steve Sarasin           (847) 826-0992 
Treasurer:                           Jerry Tiesch            (773) 405-5613 
Secretary:                            Barb Smith            (773) 750-0000 
                                              aredarbar@att.net  

 Regional Correspondent:     Nick Clancy         (224) 500-1720 
                                                      Nick.Clancy@yahoo.com 
Activities Chairmen:          Dan Pritchett         (847) 980-5076 
                                             Roger Halvorsen   (847) 707-0106 
Club Sales:                          Vince Scalabrino   (847) 934-8167 
                                                Joe  Romando     (773) 965-5483 
Distributor Staff:                  Jim Dodaro           (847) 398-1957 
Membership Chairman:    Larry Brandel        (847) 934-3149 
Announcements:            Melinda Pritchett    (630) 842-7065 
Pay Car Show Chairperson: John Drengenberg  (847) 226-0279 
Official Greeter:               Mike Champion        (847)917-8890 
MAFFI Liaison:                     Mark Maron        (847) 302-7900 
Web Master:                     Owen Bassett          (773) 218-9575 
                                                     futura65@comcast.net 
Official Photographer:         Mike Gaimari      (773) 631-3902 
Property Chairman:           Ken Ehrenhofer    (815) 337-4656 
Raffle Coorinator:                Joe Romando       (773) 965-5483 
Technical Coordinator:     Ron Ehrenhofer     (847) 255-6758 
Roster Coordinator:           John Silvestri         (630) 935-2320 
Refreshments:                    Matt Kusar            (815) 666-6026  
                                               Jim Dooly 
                                 
Youth Coordinator:               Amy Rozny           (847) 823-7919 
 

   Restoration Technical Advisors 
Judging Standards:         Ron Ehrenhofer         (847) 255-6758 
                                          Ken Ehrenhofer          (815) 337-4656 
                                           Mark Maron              (847) 302-7900        
License Plates/Tags:         Frank Smith              (847) 942-0905 
Electric:                            Marty Brown              (847) 673-1157 
Distributor Newsletter 
 Editor:                                  Matt Kusar            (815) 666-6026 
                                               thedistributoreditor@gmail.com 
Assistant Editor:                 Jen Kusar                (773) 507-9635 
Humor  Editor:                    Kyle Kusar 
Technical Advisor:              Ben Kusar 

 

The Illinois Region bylaws require that Illinois 
region members also have membership in one of 
the national clubs, MARC or MAFCA. 
Model A Restorers Club Membership:   
https://model-a-ford.org/ 
  Model A Ford Club of America: 
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?mafca_new_mem       
ber=yes 

Visit our website:        
555illinoisregionmarc.com/ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Notes- 
Business card ads continue to be available for 
$25.00 per year. Your comments and suggestions 
for anything pertaining to The Distributor are 
always welcome. If you have sold an item, or no 
longer need your ad to appear, please let me know. 
Otherwise, classified ads will run for 3 issues.  I can 
be reached by email at 
thedistributoreditor@gmail.com or by phone or 
text at (815) 666-6026. 

Remember, this is YOUR Newsletter! 
SUBMISSONS ARE WELCOME and ENCOURAGED – 
We are always looking for cover features, photos, 
tech talks, jokes, humorous memes, seasonal 
recipes etc. Working on a project in your garage? 
Take some pictures and let us know about it.  
On the Cover:   “The Chick Wagon”. Read about  
Becca and Chris Sipek’s 1930 Wagon beginning on 
page  6.
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                                                               MARC   Illinoi$ Region Financials 
 
                                                      September 21, 2024 thru October 20, 2024  
 
Intake                                            $180.00                        Exhaust                                                   $331.39 
 
Membership Dues                        $180.00                        Elks Club Meeting Rental                    $100.00 
                                                                                             October Meeting Refreshments            $53.84 
                                                                                            Distributor Postage                                 $31.40 
                                                                                             Rallye Productiom Dash Plaques       $146.15 
 
Total in account  9/21/2024:  $9,982.72 
Total in account 10/20/2024: $9,981.33 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     
                                                                                                      

 
 

 

 
 

 
2024/25 Official Illinois Region Events Calendar 

 

 
September 

 
Lakemoor Charity                     8 
Car Show (Sarasin) 

 
General Meeting/BOD           10 
 
Model A Days                    20-21 
Gilmore 
 

 
October  

 
Newport Hill Climb               4-6 
 
Hershey                                 7-11 
 
General Meeting                     8   

 
November 

 
Turkey Dinner                         3 
Pritchett 

 
General Meeting/BOD          12 

 
December 

 
General Meeting                    10 
Cookie Exchange/ 
Ladies Event 

 
January 

 
  General meeting/BOD         14   

 
February 

 
  General Meeting                     11 

 
March 

 
General Meeting/BOD          11 

 
April 

 
General Meeting                           9 
 
MARC Membership                11-13 
Meet-Nashville IN 

 
May 

 
General Meeting/BOD            13 

 
June 

 
General Meeting                         10 
 
MARC National Meet           16-20 
Gettysburg PA 

 
July 

 
Parades                                      4 

 
General Meeting                       8 

 
August 

 
General Meering                          12 



Directors Corner September 2024                                                    
 Greetings! 
The year is slowly winding down now. We have had a fantastic autumn with many opportunities to 
take the cars out and enjoy the warm weather. I’m not sure I can recall a year when we had such 
warm weather in September and October. I wouldn’t complain if this signaled a mild winter, but we 
will have to wait and see.  
Thanks to the Stockingers for once again 
stepping up to provide a Tech Talk in October. 
Ken will bring out his slides from Hershey for 
the November meeting. We had quite a few 
members attend this year, and Ken and Ron 
were able to bring the bus on one more 
adventure. It is now back at the permanent 
home in Hickory Corners. Now we have another 
reason to see the Gilmore museum to view the 
work being done on the addition to the Model 
A building and ride in the bus. 
In January our new officers will take over. Tom 
Klise is the new Secretary, Jerry will stay on as 
Treasurer, Nick Clancy is the new Assistant 
Director, and Bruce Peterson is the new Director. 
Bruce is excited to be assuming the new responsibilities, and we are 
fortunate to have such a great team to take us into 2025.  
As most people know, I had two hospital visits in September and 
October. First I had a surgery that was scheduled and went quite well. 
Unfortunately, my second visit was a little more dramatic. 
I slipped on a wet floor and cracked 5-6 ribs and punctured my lung. All 
is well now, and I am very grateful for all the messages, calls, and cards I 
received. I feel so fortunate to have so many wonderful friends and to 
have had such good care from Dan, my kids, and the doctors who took 
care of me. Thanks so much for all the kind wishes.  
 
Melinda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meeting Minutes Oct 8, 2024 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, by 
Assistant Director: Steve Sarasin (filling in for Melinda) 
The pledge was led by Steve Sarasin 
Motion for approval of the September meeting minutes 
as per the distributor: 1). Bruce Peterson and 2). Mike 
Kochevar, all were in favor. 
Old Business: 
Mileage Award: (Tracking 6 forms) Steve Sarasin 
asked for final odometer readings 
Election/November: Nominees, Bruce Peterson 
Director, Nick Clancy Assistant Director and Tom Klies 
Secretary along with Jerry Tiesch Treasurer. No 
additional nominations were made so going forward 
there will not be any other nominees. 
Ken The Bus Project: Several members who were at 
the unveiling at Gilmore spoke about the event. 
Tech Talk Reminders: November, Hershey Slides, 
December, Ladies Event. 
 
New Business 
September carry Forward: A survey will be coming 
out asking about what the club wants to see for the 
banquet, where, when etc. The picnic and tech talks were 
also discussed. The directory was discussed as well. 
How often it should be distributed and printed. The club 
dues will also not be increased for the 2025 year. 
Ron Hall of Fame: Several members talked about Ron 
being inducted into the hall of fame at Gilmore. 
 

 
Turkey Dinner: In Melinda absence, Dan spoke about 
the event. Dan asked for anyone who has not already 
signed up and paid to do so tonight. 
Treasurer/Jerry-gave balances in the club’s accounts. 
See the Distributor for more details. 
 
Treasurer/Jerry-gave balances in the club’s accounts. See 
the Distributor for more details. 
Membership-Larry stated we have 124 paid members. 
No visitors were in attendance. New membership forms 
are now available for 2025. 
Roster / John S. John was not at this month’s meeting. 
Contact John if you have any questions about the roster. 
National News: Ken was not at this month’s meeting. 
Webmaster/Owen: Not in attendance. Please contact 
Owen if you have any questions. 
Club Apparel: Vince Scalabrino was not in attendance. 
Check the newsletter for apparel and how to order. 
Editor: Matt Kusar asked for the membership to send 
articles, photos, jokes his way. 
50/50 raffle: Joe Romando: Not in attendance, No raffle 
this month. 
Mini Swap: Nothing this month. 
Announcements No news this month. 
Motion for adjournment: 1st : Jim Stockinger 2nd : 
Andy Stockinger 
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https://www.erical.com/showrooms.htm


The Chick Wagon-  Becca Sipek                                       

I’m not sure my grandfather ever dreamed that his 
retirement project – his 1930 Model A WoodyWagon– 
would later  become known as “The Chick Wagon,” but I 
like to think that he would have found it as funny as we 
all did. To understand how we got to that point, let’s go 
back to the beginning. It all started when my grandfather, 
John Marshall, a self-taught carpenter and engineer, 
decided he wanted to take on a new project. He had 
always admired the old Woody Wagons, and decided he 
wanted one of his own. But rather than simply buy one to 
restore, he decided he wanted to build his own. So, he 
wrote to Ford, who  
 

 

 
                           Me about 3 years old 
 
mailed him blueprints for the car. He joined a car 
club, acquired an old Model A chassis, and started                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
working. The car was finished four years later in 
September, 1993 (the same month and year that I 
was born). As a kid, I remember going to club         
meetings, parades, and shows with my 
grandparents regularly. They are still some of my 
fondest memories from growing up.  
 
 

                   The original “Chick Wagon” 
 
When my grandfather passed away on December 25, 2002, his daughter/my mother, Patti, inherited the 
car. We did our best to keep his legacy going and took the car out as much as we could. Admittedly, my 
parents didn’t know much about Model As, but they did 
their best to make sure we took it out at least a few times 
each summer. Because it was technically my mom’s 
car, she was usually the one to drive it places. However, 
she never felt particularly confident, and my dad always 
followed behind in a modern “chase car,” just in case 
something were to go wrong. As the only guy in our 
immediate family, that left my mom, my grandma, my 
sister, and I to ride together in the Model A. It’s no 
surprise that these cars tend to turn heads when driving 
around town – but to watch people’s confused faces to 
see not only this unique car, but a bunch of 
 
 
                                                                                          The Chick Wagon- waiting for the men to fill the gas tank  



women in it?! The double- and sometimes triple-takes we got were always good for a laugh. It was on 
one of our outings to the car club picnic that the infamous “Chick Wagon” name came to be. We were 
headed to the car club’s summer picnic with some good family friends of ours – who also happen to have 
2 daughters – when someone made a joke about the car being full of chicks! We let the men ride in the 
“chase car,” while all of us women & girls got to 
ride in the Model A – 7 of us in total. The sight of 
us driving down the street, hair flying out of every 
open window, was something I wish I could’ve 
seen. After that, the running joke about our Model 
A being “The Chick Wagon” just stuck!  
My parents recently retired and moved out of 
state, and with that change came a very 
unexpected surprise for me. As a gift for my 30th 
birthday last year, they officially passed the car 
down to me–the newest generation “chick” owner. 
My husband Christopher has also fallen in 
love with Model A’s, and I could not be more 
grateful to be able to share this hobby with him. 
This car is something so special to me. It has    
chauffeured us to proms, been on countless                       Ready to pass along the fun to the next generation-my niece!                                    
summer ice cream runs, and was the wedding car for 3 out of the 4 
of us original “chicks.” It has been in hundreds of car shows and 
won numerous awards both for its popularity and for its 
authenticity. We’ve also participated in dozens of parades and 
weddings with it. In 2019, it was voted as a winner in LKQ 
Corporation’s calendar contest and was featured on the month of 
September in their calendar. But out of all of the awards and special 
titles it has received over the years, the honor of being called “The 
Chick Wagon” is still my favorite! 
What started out as a fun retirement project for my grandfather has 
become so much more. He left behind a true masterpiece and 
although he is gone, his legacy will live on in his Woody 
Wagon, which he always called “Lizzie.” I can’t wait to share it 
with the future generations of our family – both boys and chicks. 
                                                                                   -  Becca Sipek 
 
 

 

                                                                                                    Here’s another ‘Chick Wagon’. Darlene Dorgan 
                                                                                                     and the ‘Gypsy Coeds’ from Bradford Illinois  
                                                                                                     with their 1926 T, “The Silver Streak”,  visited  
                                                                                                     Henry Ford in 1938. Their story is much too   
                                                                                                     long for this space so I’ll save it for next  
                                                                                                     month’s newsletter.                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                  -Matt  



Coming Events 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



MAFFI Minute 
 
Model A Friends, 
Those of us in the snow belt are squeezing in all the driving time we can get before the “white 
stuff” shows up and those of you in the southern states are gliding into some cooler driving 
weather about now. 
The commercial bus (see bus photo) made its debut at Model A Days; the bus is a work of art 
and a historically correct piece of Model A history ---thanks to many Model A’ers, especially 
Ron and Ken Ehrenhofer. From Model A Days in Gilmore, MI in September, the bus made its 
way to Hershey, PA in October where the headlines now read, “The Bus wins First Place Junior 
at Hershey Fall Car Show!” 
Back at the Model A Museum grounds in Michigan, Red Grow’s Model A, Betsy, which was 2024 
Sweepstakes car to help raise money for the museum expansion, was won by Neil Wingate of 
Lowell, Indiana. Thanks to all who participated in the sweepstakes and congratulations Neil! 
Lastly, the expansion is moving along with the foundation in place. (see photo below). So much 
happening in the Model A world! Don’t you just love it!! 
Happy Motoring! 

Cindy Ellenbecker 

MAFFI Trustee, Secretary 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This article courtesy of Ken Dust from the Salt Creek A’s newsletter The Starter 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classified Ads 
 
For Sale: 28/29 transmission $300, 28/29 grill shells $150 ea. Contact Owen (773) 218-9575. futura65@comcast.net 
 
 For Sale: used 21” Allstate Brand, fair $50 obo  (630) 212-8965 or kenlouderman@sbcglogal.net 
 
 For Sale: 1929 Model A Tudor, asking $9,000. New upholstery, powder coated wheels. Dawn M. (708) 
227-5214.  
 
For Sale: 1930 Model A Deluxe Roadster $26,500; V8 16” wheel with chrome ring, Wards Riverside Tire 
(6.00-16 4 ply) good condition $150. Call for details Byron Collis (312) 405-1845 
 
For Sale: 1929 Tudor. Good driver quality car, less than 500 miles on tires. $12,000 (954)857-3136 
alanputz@gmail.com 
 
Wanted: 1930 radiator shell in good condition, I have an incorrect 1931 shell on my car. Willing to work out 
a deal. Also, in need of a Sparton horn in good or repairable condition, this will replace an old Washakie horn 
that came with the car. George Holdcroft (847)217-2339 
 
Wanted: Fuel tank that will  fit a 29 Tudor. Call or text Matt Kusar. (815)666-6026  
 
 
AVAILABLE FOR CLUB USE: 
Cylinder head removal tool, steering wheel removal tool, rear spring spreader, distributor removal tool (to be 
used when distributor is rusted to the head). Please contact Ken at kehrenhofer@msn.com or (630) 697-3906 
mobile. 
 
 
Winter’s approaching and it’s time to think about getting the cars ready for their 
hibernation. 
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Humor selected by Kyle Kusar 
 
A father and his son were out in a field and dad told his son,  
“Son, everything you see before you will be yours when I die.”  
The son replies, “But father I’m blind, I can’t see anything.” 
“Yes son, and I’m poor.” 
 
My grandma was 80% Irish, so we just call her Iris. 
 
George was on trial for stealing luggage, but it didn’t take long. 
It was only a brief case. 
 
My dad keeps trying to get me to move to a bigger country. 
I wish he wasn’t Russian me. 
 
Why did the sweet potato go to therapy? 
It had too many issues to hash out. 
 
As I get older, I remember all the people I’ve lost along the way. 
Maybe being a tour guide wasn’t the best career path to go into. 
 
My wife and I decided we didn’t want to have any children. 
We’re telling them tonight. 
 
What do you call a beehive that has no exit? 
Un bee-Leaveable 
 
Why did the potato break up with the carrot? 
It had someone else to mash with. 
 
A 6 year old boy was found unconscious after a game of  
Hide and seek goes wrong. He’s now recovering in the ICU. 
 
I saw a sign that said “watch for children” and  
I though to myself “sounds like a fair trade”. 
 
It takes a lot of balls to golf the same way I do. 
 
It’s hard to explain puns to kleptomaniacs, 
because they always take things literally. 
 
I asked my North Korean friend how it was there. 
He said he couldn’t complain. 



 
 
This article is from the Santa Anita As website. Click on this link for more great tech articles. https://www.santaanitaas.org/chris-
wickershams-tech-articles/ 
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       Matt & Jen Kusar                                                                                                                               Place                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

          4828 N. Natchez                                                                                                                              Stamp 

          Chicago IL, 60656                                                                                                                             Here 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

                                                 

 


